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Objectives
• Review of the legislative process (how a bill becomes a law)
• How enacted legislation translates into administrative 

regulations 
• Navigation of the Legislative Research Commission (LRC) 

website
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Kentucky Revised Statutes (KRS): 
• Current laws passed by the Kentucky General Assembly during a legislative session 
• A “bill” is proposed legislation, sponsored by a legislator, that has not yet become law
• Agencies must have statutory authority in order to promulgate administrative regulations

Kentucky Administrative Regulations (KAR): 
• Procedures developed (promulgated) by state agencies that implement, interpret, or prescribe law 

or policy
• Describe organization, procedure, or practice requirements of state agencies
• Multiple types of administrative regulations:

– Existing 
– New
– Emergency 
– Amendment 
– Repeal

• Must follow processes in KRS Chapter 13A 

Difference Between a Statute and an Administrative Regulation
https://legislature.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx
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Legislative Process
• Composition of Legislature: 

– 100 Representatives
– 38 Senators

• Committees: 
– There are committees to hear every bill that is filed
– Not all of the bills will be heard in committee
– The main committees that hear bills that CHFS is interested in are: 

• House Health and Family Services
• Senate Health and Welfare

• Length of Sessions: 
– Short=Odd numbered years; 30 days not to extend past March 30; special voting 

requirements for revenue bills or bills that would require a budget increase
– Long=Even numbered years; 60 days not to extend past April 15; the state budget is enacted 

for the next two years  

5



Legislative Process
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Legislative Process



Administrative Regulations 

• Ordinary regulation:  not immediately effective; takes 5-10 
months to complete the promulgation process

• Emergency regulation: temporary; goes into effect 
immediately upon filing

• Repealer: removes or abolishes a regulation from the 
administrative register
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Regulation Promulgation Process

• Currently takes 5-10 months for a regulation to complete the 
promulgation process once filed by the state agency
– Regulation is filed with LRC
– Enters public comment period
– Public hearing is held (if requested)
– Amended regulation filed, if changes result from public comments
– Regulation is reviewed by two separate legislative committees
– If approved by 2nd committee, the regulation becomes effective
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LRC Website Navigation 
https://legislature.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx
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Bills of Interest from the 2021 Legislative Session *

• HB 8-Kentucky Employees Retirement System
• SB 2-administrative regulations
• SB 8-exceptions to mandatory immunization requirements

*This list is only a sample of bills that may impact your agencies.  To learn about 
other legislation with impact, you should visit the LRC website and complete a 
search for pertinent topics. 
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